
 
The UNEP (United Nations Environment 
Programme) Convention on Migratory 
Species (CMS) and The Agreement on the 
Conservation of Populations of European 
Bats (EUROBATS) have joined together to 
celebrate the Year of the Bat. Rather 
surprisingly “Year of the Bat” covers more 
than one year (and more than one bat come to 
think of it). A press release issued on the 22nd 
of September last year stated, “Bats are now 
flying out of the night and into the spotlight 
for a two-year-long celebration.” It continued, 
“Launching today, the UNEP-backed ‘Year of 
the Bat’ will promote conservation, research 
and education on the world’s only flying 
mammals. There will be a special focus on the 
ecological benefits that bats provide, such as 
pest control and seed dispersal.”  
 
There is a website, www.yearofthebat.org, 
parts of which are still under construction. In 
the “All About Bats,” “Bats at a Glance” and 
“Bat School” sections, for example, we are 
promised that “More information will be 
winging its way to you soon.” “Bat School” 
will take you to a bat quiz, a book and bat 
activities when it is ready.    
 
Much is up and running however. “Bats and 
Science” has a mass of internet links as does 
“Threats to Bats” which has a lot of links to 
information on White Nose Syndrome.  
“Find a Bat Event near you” has links to 
events in numerous countries including 
Germany, Brazil, the Philippines, Australia 
and the USA – but not the UK as yet. There is 
a Jan/Feb 2011 newsletter. The list of 
founding partners includes, as you might 
expect, Bat Conservation International (USA) 
and BCT as well as other organisations from 
around the world. A “Get Involved” page 
allows you to sign up for an e-bulletin – and 
even leave a message. 
 

“Bats in the News” is a section where you can 
click to go to numerous reports. One curious 
one caught my eye: 
  
Wonderful Orange Baby Bats, Lakbima, Sri 
Lanka, 4 Oct 2010 “It is usual to observe bats 
of dark colouring, but a young boy from the 
village of Mundhalama recently found two 
baby bats of luminous orange colouring. The 
bat has special markings and lines. It 
measures about 8 inches from wing to wing 
and weighs little more than 100 grams. 
People living in the area say they have never 
seen these kind of bats in the past; one of 
them is shown in the picture.”   
 
By clicking the link you get to the photo – 
anyone who attended Daniel Hargreaves’ 
fascinating talk in February will instantly 
recognise it as a painted bat, Kerivoula picta. 
Sri Lanka is, by the way, in the heart of the 
species’ range. People more used to seeing 
Indian flying foxes may be forgiven for 
thinking a bat the size of a painted bat must 
be a baby one but 100g is far more than they 
actually weigh. 
 

 
Painted bat, Kerivoula picta, photographed in 

Thailand by Bob Cornes. 
 
The website is truly international – you can 
choose from 48 languages. I recommend a 
browse.



 


