
White Nose Syndrome
Reclassification

WNS is characterised by a white fungus growing on areas of bare skin
on bats. The name of the fungus has been changed recently. Formerly
know as , it is now called

This reclassification is a result of the intensive research
going on in the desperate hope that a way can be found to stop the
alarming spread in North America of this devastating condition. Bats
were first found with the white fungus in a cave in New York State in
February 2006. Since then the disease has spread through 22 US states
and 5 Canadian provinces resulting in the death of an estimated 7
million bats in underground hibernation sites.

Research into fungi occurring in bat hibernation sites has led to the
discovery of several species in these sites, some of them being
previously unknown. DNA analysis of these led to the assignment of the
new genus for No other fungi have the lethal effects.

Occurrence in the UK

In July 2013 the Bat Conservation Trust reported the discovery of
in the UK. See

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/pseudogymnoascus_destructans_discover
ed_in_the_uk.html

It has previously been found in various caves in Europe (where it has
been associated with bat deaths) but not in this country until now.

The presence of has been confirmed at five sites in South
East England but there is no evidence that bats have been affected by it
– in other words there have been no cases of white-nose syndrome.

One confirmation was from a swab sample taken from a live
Daubenton’s bat at a hibernation site in Kent in February this year. The
other cases were found in sediment or surface samples collected from
six hibernation sites. A number of samples from five of the sites tested
positive for These findings support the theory that

and hibernating bats have shared caves in Europe for a very
long time, European bats being resistant to WNS, and that it was
accidentally introduced to North America recently, the bats there having
no resistance.
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